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This newsletter is published by the Cyprus Shortsea Promotion 
Centre (CSPC) and the Maritime Institute of Eastern 
Mediterranean (Mar.In.E.M.).  

CSPC was established in May 2006 by the Cyprus Ports 
Authority. Since May 2012, the administration of the CSPC has 
been undertaken by Mar.In.E.M., a non-profit organization 
aiming to promote Research, Technology and Innovation as well 
as Education and Training in the fields of Maritime Affairs. 

The overall objective of CSPC is to act as a focal point for the 
promotion and improvement of shortsea shipping connections at 
ports of Cyprus targeting and enhancing the contribution of the 
maritime sector for the local economy and Cyprus’ cohesion 
with Europe and its neighbors, in line with the "Blue Paper" of 
the European Union for an "Integrated Maritime Policy", as well 
as, the “Limassol Declaration” on a Marine and Maritime Agenda 
for growth and job expansion. 

CSPC targets the creation of awareness among relevant 
stakeholders, collates and disseminates information, promotes 
policies, establishes appropriate and necessary mechanisms to 
overcome barriers and potential challenges, whilst at the same 
time, boosting the development of the Shortsea Shipping sector. 
In this context, the distribution of a monthly e-newsletter 
‘MARITIME EAST MED – News from the Maritime Cluster of 
Eastern Mediterranean’ forms a crucial element in the mission 
of promotion of same. 1 
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EuroGate, DP World to Operate Limassol Port 

The two-year process of the Limassol port 
privatization has been wrapped up as the 
Cypriot Ministry of Transport announced the 
new operators of the port’s container 
terminal, marine services and multi-purpose 
terminal. 

According to the ministry, a consortium 
comprising EuroGate International GmbH, 
which has the majority holding, Interorient 
Navigation Company Ltd, and East Med 
Holdings S.A, will be in charge of the 
container terminal. 

The marine services at the port will be taken 
over by a consortium of companies 
comprising DP World Limited, the majority 
participant, P&O Maritime and G.A.P 
Vassilopoulos Public Ltd, while the multi-
purpose terminal will be headed by a 
consortium of DP World Limited and G.A.P 
Vassilopoulos Public Ltd. 

“We are very satisfied by the process 
conducted and the end result,” the Minister 

of Transport, Communications and Works, Mr 
Marios Demetriades, said. 

He added that “through a transparent and 
demonstrably competitive procedure we 
have three operators with a detailed plan to 
develop the port operations for the 
development of the most commercial 
activities of the most important port in 
Cyprus. We will be in a position to elaborate 
further after the transaction is formally 
completed.” 

Cyprus’ Limassol port operators were 
selected out of the existing fourteen 
bidders. There were six submissions for the 
container terminal, three for the marine 
services and five for the multipurpose 
terminal submitted in accordance with the 
terms of the procurement process. 

The privatization of commercial operations 
at Limassol was agreed within a bailout plan 
between Cyprus and international creditors. 

Source:  http://goo.gl/DsuIcu  

 

East Port Said Canal Inauguarted 

The East Port Said Canal inaugurated on the 
24th of February 2016. The inauguration 
followed a navigation test of the canal with 
the successful passage of the first shipping 
vessel through the channel which was en 
route to the Suez Canal. 

“Developing the port will attract more ships 
to the port, as well as attract navigation 
lines, increase traffic and trade transiting 
the canal,” the country’s Prime Minister, 
Sherif Ismail is quoted as saying by state-run 
Nile TV. 

East Port Said Canal lies at the northern 
entrance of the Suez Canal in the 
Mediterranean waters, encompassing a 
length of 9.5km and a depth of 18.5m. 

The USD 37-million project included 
dredging of around 12.5 million cubic meters 
of sand, inserting of buoys and navigational 
signs. 

The new branch canal aims at facilitating 
the passage of vessels arriving to and from 
East Port Said Harbor without hindering the 
Suez Canal convoys. 

In addition, the channel should allow smaller 
vessels in the Mediterranean a twenty-four 
hour access to the port instead of current 
eight-hour access. 

Source: http://goo.gl/pYcBFh 
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Cyprus Union of Shipowners Elect New Council

The Cyprus Union of Shipowners held its 
Elective General Assembly at Athens Ledra 
Hotel in Athens on Friday, 29th January 
2016. 

The General Assembly was attended by all of 
the members of the Union and by numerous 
eminent shipowners. The Cyprus 
Government was represented by the Minister 
of Transport, Communications and Works, 
Marios Demetriades, and by senior officials 
of the Ministry and the Department of 
Merchant Shipping. 

During the General Assembly, Polys L. Haji-
Ioannou was reappointed as Honorary 
President of the Union. The following 
Members were elected to form the Council, 
as follows: 

Executive Committee: 

Andreas Hadjiyiannis President 
Polys V. Hajioannou  Vice President 
Anastassis David  Vice President 
Christos Chrysanthou Vice President 
George Mouskas   Advisor 

The elections were followed by an extensive 
discussion of matters pertaining to the 
strengthening of the cooperation between 
the Government and Shipowners for further 
improvement of the Cyprus Flag and for 
enhancing the Cyprus Shipping role in our 
National Economy. 

Source: http://goo.gl/e6oiFa 

YoungShip Cyprus – New Board

YoungShip Cyprus is pleased to 
announce its new Board for the 2016-2018 
period. During the Annual General Meeting 
held in Limassol, February 24th, the 
members elected eight Members to the 
Board for a two-year term.  

Please find below the members of the new 
Board:  

President - Mr. Philippos Ioulianou (ABB) 

Vice President - Mr. Sotiris Kambanellas 
(GML- member of Rickmers Group) 

Secretary General - Mrs. Katia 
Christoforou (Marin Shipmanagement Ltd) 

Treasurer - Ms. Panayiota Gregoriou 
(Mar.In.E.M.) 

Social Media and Promotions - Mr. 
Antonis Varnava (Shoham (Cyprus) Ltd) 

Sales and Marketing - Mr. Yiannis Pastellas 
(One Tech Services Ltd) 

Events - Mr. Giorgos Lazarou (UNIQA 
Marine Management Ltd) 

Secretary Assistant - Ms. Dimitra Malliarou 
(Diana Wilhelmsen Management Limited) 

Source: YoungShip Cyprus 
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European shipowners showcase Short Sea Shipping

During a high 
level meeting 
organised by 
the Dutch 
Presidency of 
the Council 
yesterday in 
Amsterdam, 
ECSA 
presented its 
new brochure 
on the merits 
of short sea 
shipping. The 
intention behind this new initiative is to 
revitalise the EU’s short sea policy, which 
has unfortunately been neglected in the past 
years. 

“Short Sea Shipping has been on the EU’s 
agenda for a long time” said Niels 
Smedegaard, ECSA President. “Despite many 
good initiatives, a number of long-standing 
problems have not been resolved, the 
market share of short sea shipping has 
stagnated, and worse still, declined in 
recent years. We believe the EU and the 
short sea industry alike stand to benefit 
from the launch of a so-called Short Sea 2.0 
policy. Moving goods and people by sea 
around Europe instead of using other modes 
will decongest land-based transport 
networks, ease pressure on logistics chains, 
and dramatically reduce air emissions. Short 
sea shipping is the EU’s circulatory system.” 

Short sea shipping is currently facing a host 
of legislative and administrative issues that 
curtail its effectiveness, limit its popularity 
and restrict its role in today’s EU transport 
system. Intra-EU shipping is still unjustifiably 
disadvantaged when compared to the road 

or rail sector, which move goods and people 
with minimal administrative burden.  

“Short sea shipping is an often overlooked 
segment of the EU transport system, one 
that has huge potential, which could be 
unleashed if the many legislative and 
administrative impediments weighing it 
down were tackled in a holistic manner” 
commented Patrick Verhoeven, ECSA 
Secretary-General. “There are many low-
hanging fruits and we are ready to work 
closely with EU policy makers to find the 
best way forward.”  

The European Commission has over the years 
formulated strategies and proposed 
legislation with the intention of fostering 
the short sea sector. Disappointingly though, 
some efforts have fallen short of stated 
objectives and the industry’s expectations. 
Case in point: the absence of a true Single 
Market for shipping, which disproportionally 
affects short sea operators. The European 
Commission had in 2010 proposed legislation 
to rationalise and streamline the 
administrative formalities for ships calling at 
EU ports by moving to a paperless 
environment. The adopted legislation 
however lacked ambition and led to the 
creation of separate and often incompatible 
so-called National Single Windows (data 
entry points) instead of a harmonised EU 
Single Window. 

Commenting on this issue during the 
conference, Deputy Director-General DG 
Move, European Commission, Fotis 
Karamitsos said: “The EU Single Window is 
within reach. The technology is already 
available, it is now only a matter of political 
will. The shipping industry should continue 
its campaign for a more workable solution.” 

Source: http://goo.gl/K1lyPl 
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Join the Nautical Institute!

The Nautical Institute is a non-profit charity 
and a non-governmental organisation (NGO) 
with consultative status at the International 
Maritime Organisation (IMO).  

The Nautical Institute aims to provide the 
strongest possible professional focus 
dedicated to improving standards of 
maritime professionals, while maintaining 
the Institute as an international centre of 
nautical excellence.  

The Nautical Institute, Cyprus Branch, was 
established on the island some 23 years ago. 
The Branch organizes regular events in 
Limassol with speakers from across the 
globe. 

The Nautical Institute’s specialist books and 
guides are a must for every shipboard and 
shipping organization library. The Seaways 
journal keeps you informed of the latest 
developments and thinking within the 
maritime industry. Mariners' Alerting and 
Reporting Scheme (MARS) is a key safety 
initiative that provides the entire maritime 
industry with a free, searchable online 
database of confidential reports of accidents 
and near misses.  

Member’s benefits: 

− Formal acknowledgement of your 
professional status. 

− Network with the industry at local 
Institute branch events and seminars. 

− Protection against the threat of 
criminalisation with £100,000 worth of 
legal fees insurance. 

− Monthly complimentary copy of Seaways, 
and access to the digital version every 
month. 

− Listen to and view presentations given at 
key Nautical Institute events through NI 
Radio 

− An independently validated CPD record 
you can show to a present or future 
employer.  

− Heavily discounted entry to leading 
maritime conferences and events around 
the world. 

− Online technical forums, to access the 
collective wisdom of your Institute 
colleagues. 

− 30% discount on our specialist maritime 
books and self-study schemes. 

− Jobs Board, online membership upgrade 
facility and regular e-newsletter. 

Membership to the Nautical Institute is 
possible in the following ways: 

− Associate Member (AMNI), after an initial 
maritime training, or if you hold a non-
management level maritime 
appointment. 

− Member (MNI), if you have a Certificate 
of Competency under the STCW 
convention, or equivalent such as 
maritime Pilot, lawyer, or surveyor.  

− Associate Fellow (AFNI), if you have been 
in command of sea-going vessel, or senior 
management position ashore of 
equivalent standing to command at sea. 

− Fellow (FNI), election by nomination 
after a minimum of five years’ 
continuous membership and significant 
contribution to the profession. 

− Nautical Affiliate is for professional 
organizations and companies. Nautical 
Affiliates will receive public 
acknowledgement through the Institute's 
website and in selected issues of 
Seaways. Two of your colleagues become 
members, with all membership benefits.  

The Nautical Institute, Cyprus Branch is 
delighted to be a supporter of MARINEM and 
looking forward to sharing experiences, 
exchanging views and being part of 
strengthening the Maritime Cluster in Cyprus 
as a shipping centre of excellence. 

Source: The Nautical Institute Cyprus Branch 
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The Association of Merchant Marine Officers Cyprus - 4th Annual Meeting

The Association of Merchant Marine Officers 
Cyprus organized on 12th of February, the 
4th annual meeting at Crowne Plaza hotel in 
Limassol. 

In the general annual meeting, the activities 
of the association in 2015 were mentioned 
as well as future actions have been 
suggested by the members. Also, new 
administrative council has been elected, as 
following: 

Chairman- Theodoros Marneros 
Vice Chairman- Anastasios Filippou 
Treasurer- Elias Hadjisavvas 
Board Secretary- Christos Hadjiyiannis 
Member- Giorgos Athanasi 

During the annual meeting, the Cyprus 
Shipping Chamber has been honored by 

MMOA for their continuous contribution to 
Cyprus shipping worldwide. Additionally, the 
General Director of CSC, Mr Thomas Kazakos 
became an honorary member of the 
association. These two awards have been 
received by the Vice President of CSC, Mr. 
Dieter Rohdenburg. 

The president of the association, Mr. Paris 
Demetriou, in his speech, thanked the CSC 
for the valuable cooperation, since it 
employs 4500 people ashore and 55000 
seafarers, leading the unemployment of the 
seafarers to be in zero levels. Moreover, the 
president of MMOA stated that if the Ministry 
has the will to supports the Cypriot seafarer, 
they could easily channel to our island 
capitals over 50 million euros per year.  

Mr Rohdenburg, in his speech, has firstly 
thanked the MMOA for the honoring the CSC 
and he said that the association successfully 
promotes the nautical occupation. 
Furthermore, he added that MMOA works 
hard to upgrade the profession and the 
wellbeing of every Cypriot seafarer, for 
example with his harmonization with other 
flags globally. 

Source: http://goo.gl/sFsI2r 
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Partnership Between Bernhard Schulte Shipmanagement (BSM) and 
The University Of Nicosia's Cyprus Maritime Academy (CyMA) 

Bernhard Schulte Shipmanagement (BSM) 
and the University of Nicosia have signed a 
cooperation agreement granting the 
University’s Maritime Academy full access to 
BSM’s state-of-the-art Maritime Training 
Centre, located at the Limassol Marina. 

This partnership also represents a significant 
contribution to Cyprus’ ‘Blue Growth’ 
programme – an initiative aimed at 
stimulating growth, jobs and 
competitiveness in the marine and maritime 
sectors. The Maritime Academy will begin 
admitting students in September 2016, 
offering three degree programmes in Marine 
Science, Marine Engineering and Marine 
Electrical Engineering.

“This agreement enables us to offer 
specialised degree programmes for 
merchant marine officers,” explained Dr. 

Nicos Peristianis, President of the Council of 
the University of Nicosia. “Aspiring officers 
now have access to high level education and 
training, as well as being able to develop 
their skills in line with technological 
developments, supporting the essential role 
they play for the shipping industry.” 

Captain Norbert Aschmann, CEO of BSM 
added: “BSM has a long and proud tradition 
in Cyprus and is committed to the 
development of Cyprus as a major global 
maritime hub. The opportunity to partner 
with the University of Nicosia will ensure 
that our excellent training facilities not 
only provide career development internally 
for our own personnel, but also benefit the 
next generation of seafarers who will 
undergo their academic training through the 
Maritime Academy. 

Over the years, BSM has made considerable 
investment into building a world class 
training facility on the island to support the 
professional development of its own 
seafarers, as well as the local maritime 
community; which continues this year with 
the installation of advanced Kongsberg Full 
Mission Bridge and Engine Simulators.” 

Source: http://goo.gl/KLBtXm 
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Events - Mark the date in your calendar! 

4TH EDITION MARITIME DAY   
23 March 2016 – Paris Nord Villepinte, Hall 6 – Paris - France 

The Maritime 

Day is an international day of conferences 
and meetings between shippers, freight 
forwarders and the maritime sector: ports, 
brokers and service providers. 

More than 6 billion tonnes of goods take to 
the sea each year, 90% of total global 
traffic. Benefitting from exceptional access 

to the sea, France is developing its key 
advantages. 

For the 4th consecutive year, SITL hosts a 
meeting for all those involved in the 
maritime transport chain and has, as its 
mission, encouraging the dialogue between 
shippers and the maritime world.   

Source:  http://goo.gl/E1yE4z 

Information Day - Blue Growth calls under the EMFF - 5 April 2016 
5 April 2016 - CHARLEMAGNE BUILDING – Belgium – Brussels 

Delivering Innovation in the Blue Economy - 
7,5M€ to boost projects!  

This year, three calls for proposals will be 
launched under the European Maritime and 
Fisheries Fund to foster blue growth across 
Europe. The European Commission is 
organising a Launch Event to present those 
calls. 

With a budget of over 7,5M€, the calls 'Blue 
careers', 'Blue labs' and 'Blue technology' will 

respectively help enhancing career 
opportunities in the maritime economy, 
stimulating the creativity of young 
researchers and set-up cooperations that 
will help bring research results to the 
market in promising blue growth technology 
areas. 

The calls will be open to all sea basins 
surrounding the EU coasts and will target a 
wide range of stakeholders of the blue 
economy. 

The launch of these three calls represents a 
concrete step to implement the 
"Communication from the Commission: 
Innovation in the Blue Economy: realising 
the potential of our seas and oceans for jobs 
and growth ". 

Source: https://goo.gl/JEGChb 
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4th MED Ports 2016   
27 - 28 April 2016 - Tanger Med Port Center – Tanger – Morocco 

MED Ports continues to be the biggest annual 
Container Ports and Terminal Operations 
Exhibition and Conference in the 
Mediterranean region - now in its 4th 
successful year! 

The 4th MED Ports 2016 Exhibition and 
Conference will take place for the first time 
in Tanger, Morocco at the Tanger Med Port 
Center from Tuesday 26 to Thursday 28 
April. 

This event is proud to be hosted by Tanger 
Med Port Authority. 

A two days Conference Programme will 
feature 30 world-class conference speakers 
addressing topical issues and challenges on 

global transportation and logistics attended 
by a gathering of 500 senior executive 
harbour masters, harbour engineers, port 
engineers, maintenance supervisors and 
procurement decision makers together with 
the region’s leading shippers, cargo owners, 
importers / exporters, shipping lines, freight 
forwarders, logistics companies, ports, 
terminal operating companies, railway 
operators, port equipment and services 
suppliers from countries throughout the 
Mediterranean region. 

There will be the commercial opportunity 
for 70 exhibitors and sponsors to network 
directly with the delegates at this major 
annual international maritime transport 
Exhibition and Conference trade event for 
the Mediterranean region. 

Source: http://goo.gl/7HxwtX

SUSTAINABLE SHIPPING 
17 May 2016 – Publicum 3 – Turku – Finland 

Final Seminar and parallel workshops 
organised by CHIP & MariePRO projects - a 
kick-off for the European Maritime Day. 

The seminar will highlight perspectives on 
sustainable shipping, quality shipping and 
Corporate social responsibility (CRS). In 
parallel, seminar focuses on aspects of 
environmental awareness in Maritime 
vocational education and results of the 
MariePRO and CHIP projects. Afternoon is 

dedicated to discussions on workshops: 
“Challenges of CSR research in maritime 
transport” and "Maritime education and 
training and transparency". 

Our joint seminar takes place conveniently 
just before the official programme of the 
European Maritime Day in Turku, Finland. It 
offers a great opportunity to get an up-date 
information and to meet other experts and 
colleges in your branch. 

Free and Open Event - no Attendance Fee 

Source: http://goo.gl/zYCHfA 
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SHORT-SEA SHIPPING: MYTH OR FUTURE OF REGIONAL TRANSPORT 

19 - 20 May 2016 – The University of Le Havre, ISEL – Le Havre - France 
 

Following the 
success of the first 
“International 
conference on 
Ports, Maritime 
transport and 
regional 
development”, the 
DEVPORT’s group 
organizes a second 
conference on “Short-Sea-Shipping”. The 
main goal is to compare different 
disciplinary approaches referring to this 
thematic. 

The DEVPORT project brings together 
searchers belonging to different laboratories 
and universities. Its aim is to initiate the 
constitution of a network which will 

contribute to promote those research areas 
in the academic sphere but also in the 
maritime and port world. The scientific 
contents of the DEVPORT project is 
structured around two axes: 

− The first concerns the adaptation of the 
economic actors of the maritime, logistic 
and port environment to the 
unpredictable effects of globalization. 

− The second axe tends to analyze patterns 
of port organization recognizable in 
foreign contexts and to confront them to 
the specific case of the urban and port 
area of Seine Axis. 

Source: http://goo.gl/YvF0bF  

 
5th Black Sea Ports & Shipping 2016   

26 - 27 May 2016 – Constanta Trade Fair Centre – Constanta - Romania

Black Sea Ports and Shipping continues to be 
the biggest annual Container Ports and 
Terminal Operations Exhibition and 
Conference in the Black Sea region - now in 
its 5th successful year! 

The 5th Black Sea Ports and Shipping 2016 
will take place for the first time in 
Constanta, Romania at the Constanta Trade 
Fair Centre from Wednesday 25 to Friday 27 
May. 

This event is proud to be hosted by N.C. 
MARITIME PORTS ADMINISTRATION S.A. 
CONSTANTA. 

A two days Conference Programme will 
feature 30 world-class conference speakers 
addressing topical issues and challenges 
covering global transportation and logistics 
attended by a gathering of more than 400 
senior executive harbour masters, harbour 
engineers, port engineers, maintenance 
supervisors and procurement decision 
makers together with the region’s leading 
shippers, cargo owners, importers / 
exporters, shipping lines, freight forwarders, 
logistics companies, ports, terminal 
operating companies, railway operators, 
port equipment and services suppliers from 
countries throughout the Black Sea region. 

Source: http://goo.gl/hslNTD 
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Mar.In.E.M. relies solely on the generosity of its active supporters in the form of financial 
contribution or providing material/equipment or expertise. If you too would like to be included, 
please contact us. 

Gold Sponsors: 

Silver Sponsors: 

Bronze Sponsors: 

Supporters: 
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